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regularly made for dead kings of Judah,1 and it can hardly
be accidental that the place assigned by Isaiah to the king's
pyre is the very spot in the Valley of Hinnom where the
first-born children were actually burned by their parents in
honour of Moloch " the King." The exact site of the Valley
of Hinnom is disputed, but all are agreed in identifying it
with one of the ravines which encircle or intersect Jerusalem;
and according to some eminent authorities it was the one
called by Josephus the Tyropoeon.2 If this last identifica-
tion is correct, the valley where the children were burned
on a pyre lay immediately beneath the royal palace and
the temple. Perhaps the young victims died for God and
the. king.3

The great          With the " great burnings " for dead Jewish kings it seems

burnings worth while to compare the great burnings still annually
Rabbis at made for dead Jewish Rabbis at the lofty village of Meiron in
Galilee, the most famous and venerated place of pilgrimage
for Jews in modern Palestine. Here the tombs of the Rabbis
are hewn out of the rock, and here on the thirtieth of April,
the eve of May Day, multitudes of pilgrims, both men and
women, assemble and burn their offerings, which consist of
shawls, scarfs, handkerchiefs, books, and the like. These
are placed in two stone basins on the top of two low pillars,
and being drenched with oil and ignited they are consumed
to ashes amid the loud applause, shouts, and cries of the
spectators. A man has been known to pay as much as

Meiron in
Galilee.

1 2   Chronicles   rvi.   14,  xxi.   19;
Jeremiah   xxxiv.    5.      There   is   no
ground for assuming, as the Author-
ized version does in Jeremiah xxxiv.
5,  that only spices were  burned  on
these occasions;  indeed  the burning
of spices is not mentioned at all in
any   of   the   three   passages.      The
*'sweet odours and  divers kinds  of
spices  prepared by the apothecaries'
art,"  which  were  laid in   the   dead
king's   bed   (2   Chronicles   xvi.   14),
were probably used to  embalm him,
not to be burned at his funeral.    For
though "great burnings" were regularly
made for the dead  kings of Judah,
there is no evidence (apart from the
doubtful   case   of   Saul)   that   their
bodies   were   cremated.      They   are

regularly said to have been buried,
not burnt The passage of Isaiah
seems to show that what was burned
at a royal funeral was a great, but
empty, pyre. That the burnings for
the kings formed part of a heathen
custom was rightly perceived by Renan
(Histoirt du peuple d> Israel, iii. 121,
note).
2  Josephus,   Bell. Jud.   v.   4.   i.
See Encyclopaedia Biblica^ s.v. "Jeru-
salem," vol. ii. 2423 sej.
3  As  to  the  Moloch worship, see
Note   I.  at  the   end  of   volume ii.
I have to thank the Rev.  Professor
R. H. Kennett for indicating to me the
inference which may be drawn from the
identification of the Valley of Hinnom
with the Tyropoeon.